
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Informing GI Strategies:

Landscape Character Assessment, 

Biodiversity Opportunity and Green 

Space mapping  

Dr Ian Paterson Natural England



www.naturalengland.org.uk

East Midlands Regional 

Landscape Character Assessment

(EMRLCA) 



European Landscape Convention (ELC) 

ELC ratified by Government March 2007 ïits aim is to raise the bar in 

terms of landscape planning and management

Landscape is -

ñAn area, as perceived by people, whose  character is  the result of the 

action and interaction of natural and/or  human factors.ò 

Å ELC promotes the assessment and management of all landscapes, 

not just the designated ones.

Å ELC recommends Landscape Character Assessment methodology 



Landscape Character Assessment

A tool to help us understand, and articulate, the character of the landscape. 

Å establishes management guidelines for the area: conservation, 

enhancement, restoration ,or a combination

Å can be used for many purposes including: 

ÅMonitoring Landscape Change

ÅPlanning and Development Policy

ÅManaging Protected Landscapes 



EM Landscape Partnership & The Regional LCA

Å The East Midlands Landscape Partnership was recently set up to 

promote landscape issues across the Region and implement the 

objectives of the European Landscape Convention.

Å key objective to commission a regional scale Landscape Character 

Assessment

Å regional level of assessment - a new tier in the assessment 

hierarchy and is designed to add a comprehensive regional layer to 

the 159 National Character Areas. 

Å It does not replace the local level assessments, it complements then 

and signposts the way to the valuable and detailed information they 

contain



The 31 Regional  Landscape Character Types 



Landscape Type characteristics 

31 types, includes seascapes ïfirst region to follow ELC 

guidance

Each landscape types has:

Åa description of the key characteristics, 

Åsummarises forces for change in the area

Å guidelines for the future management of that area.



NEXT STEPS for EMRLCA

Å The  Phase 1 work will go out to wider stakeholder consultation (2 

Nov-11 Dec) 

Å Consultation version can be found  at 

www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_midlands/ourwork/charact

erassessment.aspx

Å Final version to be adopted by the Regional Landscape Partnership

Å Phase 2 work has just commenced and will include using the 

EMRLCA to inform a Regional Woodland Opportunity Mapping  

exercise.

Å A Regional Landscape Seminar (23 November) to raise awareness 

of the EMRLCA

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_midlands/ourwork/characterassessment.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_midlands/ourwork/characterassessment.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_midlands/ourwork/characterassessment.aspx


Accessible Greenspace Mapping

Natural England, with partners coordinated through the 

Regional Assemblyôs Green Infrastructure Group 

currently gathering 
data relating to 
accessible green 
space provision 
across our Region. 



Accessible Greenspace Mapping Projecty

ÅBrings together a suite of existing national data sets held 

by Natural England

Åadds the green space data from individual Local 

Authorities, drawn from their PPG17 or other open space 

audits. 

ÅData collection is being undertaken by the East Midlands 

GreenSpace Forum. 

ÅData analysis and mapping will be done by Natural 

England.



Natural Englandôs Data

Country Parks National Nature Reserves

Local Nature Reserves Public Rights of Way  

National Trails Village Greens 

Doorstep Greens Millennium Greens

National cycleway network

All CROW Open Access land (inc reg. common but excl. excepted 

land)

Forestry Commission óWalkers Welcomeô land ( public forest estate 

dedicated under S16 of CRoW, EWGS Permissive Access and 

Woodland Trust estate) 

Agri-environment permissive access land and routes (HLS and CSS)





Accessible Greenspace Mapping

Having developed the 

initial mapping product 

there will be opportunities 

for regional debate and 

collaboration on key 

policy and advocacy 

applications.



Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping



ÅJoint Wildlife Trusts / Natural England project started in 
2007

Å2008-9 Developed and piloted methodology for 6Cs 
Growth Area

ÅBased upon concepts of Habitat/Biodiversity Restoration, 
Habitat Fragmentation and Habitat Networks recreation

ÅMaps suitable areas of search for recreating Habitats 
that will recreate functional networks 

Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping



Example from 3 Cities study - Leicestershire



Further Development

ÅUsing draft methodology for Wash Estuary GI Strategy

ÅTesting and developing methodology for use in rural 

areas of high conservation value in Lincolnshire Coastal 

Grazing Marshes

ÅNatural England, working with partners to consolidate 

land develop consistent regional scale datasets



Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping Next steps

Å Produce a Regional Biodiversity Opportunity Map series - March 

2010

Å Based on a User Needs Assessment workshop, produce a range of 

Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping products for local authorities and 

other partners

Å Promote Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping products to regional and 

local users

Å Build capacity of partners and local authorities to use Biodiversity 

Opportunity Mapping for Biodiversity Coordination and Delivery and 

Green Infrastructure Development and delivery



Floodplain Grazing Marsh in South Nottinghamshire


